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the most fruitful of his whole life, for in it he
commenced to have confidence in his own ability
to bring about reform. Hardly had the home-com-
ing feast terminated than we find him addressing
certain of the village as follows:

"Why," he bravely uttered, "should you ad-
dress prayers phrased to the government at Pe-
king in the choicest figures of language? Do you
think that they are read ? Do you believe that they
have one honest moment's attention? You praise
in your petitions the 'benevolence of the govern-
ment and the grace of the emperor.' Where is
there anything manifest in China that shows this
benevolence and grace? You declare that the
Government is good but that the officials are bad.
What is the difference between the two? Wliat
makes a government? When officials are corrupt,
then government is also corrupt."

Hence, without knowing it, Wen had finally be-
gun the actual work of a plan to overthrow that
corrupt government which had weighed so hard
upon the people that he loved. Even though it
would cause, within the period of the "wasted
year," heartbreaks in the family circle, the fam-
ily circle which he loved so well.
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